
Cell: 904.651.3116 • jackiebehr.watsonrealtycorp.com

JUST SOLD FOR SALE

627 BRANSCOMB RD $1,500,0003553 EQUESTRIAN CT $425,000

Cell: 904.651.3116 • jackiebehr.watsonrealtycorp.com

Selling 
Amazing 
Homes 

Since 2002

Jackie Behr, PA
Cell: (904) 651-3116
jackiebehr.watsonrealtycorp.com

SOLD SOLD

4059 Eagle Landing Pkwy $635,00010355 Adventura Drive $655,361

THURSDAY APRIL 28, 2022

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay CountyOAKLEAF
Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay CountyOOAKLEAFAKLEAFAKLEAFAKLEAFOO

THETHE

Vol .10 • No.4

Aerospace Academy taking � ight
Students get an important 
insight into aviation industry

By Nick Blank 
nick@claytodayonline.com

OAKLEAF – Class is in session, 
but it’s a cacophony of hammers 
and drills in a workshop on the 
left and gauges and charts from 
the screens of � ight simulators on 
the right.

The Aerospace Academy at 
Oakleaf High is a balance of 
maintenance, � ying and all things 
aviation industry. It’s overseen 
by instructors Ellis Bowler and 
Shawna Hendrix, who come from 
military and civilian backgrounds 
in the � eld, respectively. The pro-
gram also covers everything from 
drones to air traf� c control, and it 
offers dual enrollment.

The workshop resembles an 
airplane graveyard with wings, en-
gines and airplane skeletons. The 
computer lab pilots are review-
ing checklists to maneuver their 
planes. 

Hendrix, who also has experi-
ence with NASA, said her students 
are phenomenal. She said the pro-
gram has an emphasis on commu-
nity service and students need 30 
hours. They work school events, 
airshows and wash airplanes. 
They also assist local elementary 
schools and events like the Clay 
County Fair.

“They’re hard workers. They’re 
extremely creative and they’re 
really funny,” Hendrix said. “And 
they will step up and volunteer 

STAFF PHOTO BY NICK BLANK

Oakleaf students get imporant training on skills needed to transition into the aviation 
industury during a Aerospace Academy class.

SEE AEROSPACE, 11
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4 Been in business over 60 years

INSURANCE RATES TOO HIGH?
WE CAN HELP!

Auto•Business•Home•Life/Health

2301 Park Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073

(904) 269-5195
Clive B. Rayner, DMD
Marek Ogledzki, MD, DMD
Oral, Maxillofacial & Dental Implant Surgery

24 Hour Service
Commercial/ Residential

904-290-5991

YOUR TRUSTED PLUMBER
At Lance Maxwell Plumbing, we have more than 
60 years of combined experience providing the 
Jacksonville and Orange Park areas with plumbing 
installation and repair services.

JUST 12 MINUTES
FROM OAKLEAF!
904-272-2200
166 BLANDING BLVD.

12 MINUTES

WWW.GORDONCHEVY.COM

Specializing in the Dental Care of Babies, 
Children, Teens and Patients with Special Needs.

1530 Business Center Dr., Ste. 1 • Fleming Island • 904-215-4221904-215-4221
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Ste. 101 • Jacksonville • 904-404-4444904-404-4444
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Buying or selling a home is one of the most important transactions in a person’s life. Because of that, it is important 
that you work with an experienced market expert that you trust. People have trusted me over and over again with their 

most valuable asset. It’s a responsibility I take very seriously. I know that your success is my success.

Years Licensed: 18  |  States Licensed: Florida and Georgia  |  2021 Production:  39 homes sold, $10.5 million in Closed Sales Volume

Cici Carter, Your Realtor® For Life
Keller Williams First Coast Realty

151 College Drive, Suite 14 • Orange Park
(904) 541-0180 office • (404) 822-3909 cell

cici.carter@kw.com • www.CiciCarterRealEstate.com
Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn: @CiciCarterRealEstate • TikTok: @CiciCarterRealtor

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

CLAY COUNTY – Kat Cammack has rep-
resented District 3, which includes Clay 
County, in the U.S. 
House of Represen-
tatives for the past 
15 months. She 
used a rare break 
from hearings and 
votes to talk about 
her experiences and 
what she expects 
during the rest of 
her � rst term.

Here is what she 
had to say:

How would you describe what’s 
happened so far in your term?

Cammack: “Chaotic, frustrating, 
humbling. And I don’t I’m not quite 
sure how to say this, but the experi-
ence for the last, I guess, 15 months 
at this point, has given me more 
con� dence that we will come back 
America will come back bigger, bet-
ter, stronger from where we are now 
than at any other time in our nation’s 
history. It made me resolute in my 
beliefs in positions of how funda-

mentally broken Washington is. But 
like I said, it’s been pretty humbling. 
De� nitely frustrating. A little bit mad-
dening at times. And overall, I would 
still say it’s an incredible privilege to 
serve. Truly.”

n
What do you believe are the 
challenges our nation will face in 
the next year?

Cammack: “Full-time we have, 
you know, the big challenges and 
there’s no shortage of them. It really 
is going to be big-ticket items and 
� ghting back. Title 42 going away in 
May, I believe May 23, is when the 
administration said they want to get 
rid of it would mean that our country 
will be under a full-blown invasion 
at that point. And folks don’t realize 
how that will fundamentally change 
our daily life. You can’t sustain 18,000 
people a day, coming across our bor-
der, who you don’t know who they 
are. They’re not vetted. They’re not 
tested. Nothing. And they’re dropped 
into communities all across the 
country, at the expense of the Ameri-
can taxpayer. And then they become 
reliant on American taxpayers lo-
cally for social services. So, you think 

hospitals are overrun now just wait 
until you have 18,000 people a day 
coming into our country. You think 
crime is bad now wait till you have 
people who have criminal records 
coming into your community. Do you 
think opioid abuse and overdose are 
bad ways until you have a completely 
open border with narcotics � owing at 
historic levels? I mean, that is going 
to be in my opinion.”

n
You mentioned big-ticket items. 
What else will you be focused 
on?

Cammack: “The biggest if not the 
biggest challenge that we face and 
then of course bringing down gas 
prices, dealing with in� ation. That’s 
going to be for the next year. My � ght 
is taking care of business at home 
here and making sure that people 
have a way to survive these ridicu-
lous historic in� ation levels, but also 
protecting our borders.”

n
What has surprised you most?

Cammack: “The hypocrisy of 
Washington really knows no bounds. 
You know, I gave a speech two days 
ago, talking about how Speaker (Nan-

cy) Pelosi has extended proxy voting, 
which I � nd wholly unconstitutional 
because of the ongoing public health 
crisis, which allows people to mem-
bers of Congress not to show up they 
can give their job responsibilities to 
another member who votes in person 
for them while they go relax on the 
beach somewhere. And I’ll give you 
a very local example. Al Lawson 
(D-District 5) who represents Jack-
sonville and the northern part of the 
state. He hasn’t been to Washington 
in 15 months and yet he has collected 
a paycheck every single month with-
out fail. And again, they extended this 
proxy voting due to the ongoing pub-
lic health crisis. We still have to wear 
masks on airplanes because of an 
ongoing health crisis. But somehow, 
this situation at the border truly is a 
health concern, because you not only 
have an in� ux of people who don’t 
test for COVID status. They also don’t 
test for the other medical issues that 
we know we’re coming across and 
being encountered at the border and 
somehow that doesn’t qualify.”

n

First year in U.S. House ‘chaotic, frustrating, humbling’
Kat Cammack:

Kat Cammack

Kat Cammack:
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Limited boarding available for active client 
members only. Reservations required. Prices 

starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)

Dog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveA Woman-Owned Small Business

Earn a 6.25% savings on all future 
services with our Vet2Pet loyalty 
program. Get our app, AHOP VET, 
and start earning today.

We acceptWe accept &&

MON 7AM-8PM | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM | FRI 7AM-6PM | SAT & SUN CLOSED    
Contactless payment and major credit cards accepted

Proud Members of IVAPM, AVMA, FVMA, JVMS, AAFP, and Fear Free Professional

COVID-19 Announcement: Don’t throw your mask away yet. We still 
require masks to be worn in our exam rooms regardless of vaccination status. 
We are appointments only**; we are not accepting walk-ins. Please have 
patience as we have limited staffing. The health and safety of our employees 
and customers remains our top priority. Please text, call, or go to the lobby 
when you arrive. Thank you for your patronage and patience. ** Check our 
website: oakleaf.vet for any new updates.

Dr. Glenda Wiechman | Dr. Sarah Paschall
8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | (904) 317-6555 | oakleaf.vet  

National Pet Month: Caring for Each Other. Dedicate quality time 
with your furbabies; spoil with gifts and safe homemade treats; give a 
spa day; keep them safe with updated vaccines, a health checkup, and 
parasite prevention. Ask us how we can help.

Call for appointment (904) 317-6555

• High Definition Digital X-Ray
• Cryotherapy
• Cat and Dog Lodging & Daycare
• Bathing/Grooming
• Glaucoma (Eye) Testing
• USDA Health Certificates
• Nutritional Counseling
• Behavioral Medicine
• DNA Genetic & Health Testing Panel

• Wellness Exams
• Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
• Laser Therapy
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & Ultrasonic Scaler
• Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
• Dermatology
• General Surgery
• Diagnostic Lab On-Site

starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)
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starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)

Dog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They Deserve

Because Your Pet Matters

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 15 YearsProudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 15 Years

Closed Memorial DayClosed Memorial Day

HONOR-REFLECT-REMEMBER

For Clay Today

MIDDLEBURG – Clay County’s Bonded 
Transportation Program Project No. 1, 
which is the widening of a 2.7-mile stretch 
of County Road 218 from Pine Tree Lane to 
Cosmos Avenue, will of� cially break ground 
the week of April 25, with land clearing op-
erations for four stormwater ponds.

Clearing and grubbing operations will 
run on weekdays from 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Work is expected to take approximately 
four weeks to complete, weather and � eld 
conditions permitting. 

The land clearing debris will be dis-
posed of onsite through permitted daytime 
burning operations.

The four ponds are about two acres in 
size each and will be approximately 14 feet 
deep. Stormwater ponds are critical com-
ponents of any road project because they 
collect stormwater runoff from imperme-
able surfaces and hold it temporarily as 
sediment and other pollutants are degrad-
ed by natural environmental processes.

 This allows for cleaner water to be ab-
sorbed into the soil and taken up by trees 
or plants, or � ow naturally into rivers, 
streams, or wetlands. 

This section of CR Road 218 will be 
widened from two lanes to four and include 
medians, turn lanes, curbs, gutters, side-
walks and bike lanes. Road construction on 

this $21.12 million project is scheduled to 
begin this fall with estimated completion in 
fall 2024. 

Anderson Columbia was awarded the 
contract for the project.

“Clay County’s Bonded Transportation 
Program was initiated in response to the 

County’s current and projected growth 
rates, and to address roadways identi� ed 
by the Transportation Planning Organiza-
tion as being critical and de� cient, based 
on current and future capacity,”  Clay 
County Commission Chairman Wayne Bolla 
said. “Commissioners are glad to see these 

needed road improvements underway, 
which will alleviate much of the congestion 
on our local roadways.”

For more information on Clay Coun-
ty’s Bonded Transportation Program vis-
it  https://www.claycountygov.com/govern-
ment/bonded-transportation-program.

C.R. 218 Bonded Transportation Program Project underway
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SEE EDITORIALS, 5

Editorials are written to provoke 
thought, conversation on sensitive issues
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

We received a call this 
week from an unhappy 
reader who said he 

wouldn’t renew his subscription 
which was scheduled to run out in 
a couple of weeks. I’m troubled by 
him leaving – not because it’s one 
less reader, but because it ampli-
� es what’s becoming the downfall 
of our civility.

We can’t have discussions 
anymore. “I’m right and you’re a 
complete idiot” 
has become an 
all-too-familiar 
mantra for 
both sides of 
every political 
and social dis-
agreement. We 
aren’t allowed 
to express a 
view without 
being labeled 
a racist, ho-
mophobe, or 
communist.

But here’s a fact most of us 
know: at least 70% of this country, 
if not more, are in the middle. And 
we’re tired of the fringe elements 
on both sides making all the noise. 
We’re tired of everyone yelling 
over each other instead of talking 
to each other.

And most of all, we’re tired that 
nobody is willing to share ideas to 
� nd a common result.

I certainly have my views. 
They’ve been molded by living 
on military bases at a young age, 
going to school in the 1960s in 

the shadows of the smokestacks 
of manufacturing in the North, as 
well as the classrooms of the Deep 
South where whites and blacks sat 
on separate sides of the room. I 
was scolded by an adult at a high 
school football game for sitting 
with a boy from my sixth-grade 
class. A black boy. In the black 
section of the bleachers. The truth 
is, I didn’t even notice.

I was in middle and high 
school during the Vietnam War. I 
remember going through nuclear 
bomb drills in schools where 
students got under their desks 
and covered their heads with their 
hands. I had just started driving 
in 1973 when the � rst gas short-
age led to long lines and a unique 
distribution plan. If your license 
tag ended with an odd number, 
you could only buy gas on odd-
numbered days.

I was shaving in 10th grade, 
so I was popular with some of 
my classmates because I could 
buy beer without showing an ID. 
That made me happy. Now I don’t 
have to show one to get the senior 
citizen discount and that makes 
me sad.

I also used to have long hair. 
Really.

The point is, we all come from 
different backgrounds. We’ve all 
been in� uenced by life in differ-
ent ways. And we all should be 
allowed to embrace our ideals and 
values without condemnation.

There are beliefs I won’t 
change. I never will think it’s all 

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily re� ect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opc� a.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

Don Coble

Five years ago, 2017

• Orange Park Mayor Eugene Nix 
alleges voters who didn’t live within 
the town limits may have voted in the 
Super Municipal Tuesday election.

• Green Cove Spring City Council 
tells contractor Core Construction it 
will � ne it $500 a day for delays to 
the restoration of Spring Park.

• Keystone Heights’ Echo Saun-
ders wins a contest for WJCT’s 45th 
anniversary with her artwork promot-
ing public broadcasting.

10 years ago, 2012
 • Orange Park Medical Center 

celebrates the completion of a $19 
million 13,000-square-foot Emergency 
Department.

• An investigation reveals 
$213,000 was stolen from the Town 
of Penney Farms’ bank accounts in an 
internet-based scheme originating in 
China and Australia. The money was 
recovered and no town of� cials were 
involved.

• The Orange Park Town Council 
discusses ways to create better access 
to Doctors Lake from Dogwood Lane.

20 years ago, 2002
• The City of Green Cove Springs 

denies an application to move Ham 
Jam to Reynolds Industrial Park.

• Families of Missing Loved 
Ones remains determined to � nd 
Green Cove Springs resident Yvonne 
Belcher, who disappeared two years 
earlier following a domestic distur-
bance at her home, by posting her 
picture on billboards around Jackson-
ville.

• Clay Today “Homespun News” 
columnist Carolyn “Candy” Jackson 
passes away following a long illness.

30 years ago, 1992
• Services are held in Green Cove 

Springs for former judge and U.S. 
Representative Thomas J. Rivers, 87, 
after he died following a brief illness.

• The Clay County Commission 
will seek funds from the Department 
of Defense’s “Defense Access Road” 
program for several proposed proj-
ects.

• Clay County joins the NAACP 
and Common Cause to oppose a plan 
to divide the county into four districts 
in the Florida House of Representa-
tives.

40 years ago, 1982
• Dick Beseler easily wins a seat SEE LEGISLATURE, 5

This Week 
in History

By Scott Powers
For FloridaPolitics.com

Senate and House bills aimed at 
putting an end to Walt Disney 
World’s special government 

have been submitted for the Legis-
lature’s Special Session this week 
— sending notice that Gov. Ron De-
Santis is serious in his ire toward the 
company’s political disloyalty.

With DeSantis announcing the is-
sue would be offered for the Special 
Session, Republican Sen. Jennifer 
Bradley and Republican Rep. Randy 
Fine have introduced bills that 
would sunset authorizing statutes 
for the Reedy Creek Improvement 
District by the summer of 2023.

By Florida statute, that district 
provides utilities and other services 
to the more than 25,000 acres of 
southwestern Orange County that 
make up the Walt Disney World re-
sort property.

Reedy Creek also provides many 
municipal services, including � re 
and rescue and various municipal 
functions.But many of those services 
are provided via contracts with two 
cities that compose most of Walt Dis-
ney World: Lake Buena Vista and Bay 
Lake.

Bradley’s SB 4-C and Fine’s HB 
3C do not pose any immediate threat 
to the status of those two cities.

As introduced Tuesday, the leg-
islation refers to “any independent 
special district established by a 
special act prior to the date of rati� -
cation of the Florida Constitution on 
Nov. 5, 1968.”

“It does not affect the two munici-
palities,” Fine said in a text to Florida 
Politics.

Reedy Creek, Lake Buena Vista 
and Bay Lake all were founded on 
May 12, 1967, when Gov. Claude 
Kirk signed the authorizing legisla-
tion, a precursor to the development 
of Walt Disney World, which opened 
Oct 1, 1971.

“The real powers were given to 
Bay Lake and Lake Buena Vista,” 
said Florida historian and political 
scientist Rick Foglesong, author of a 
seminal book on Disney and Florida 
politics, “Married to the Mouse: Walt 
Disney World and Orlando.”

Foglesong wondered if the Leg-
islature might amend the bills to 
address Bay Lake and Lake Buena 
Vista’s ultimate authority over land 

OPINIONSLegislature submit 
bills to remove  Disney’s
government exemptions
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Matters.

FUNERAL HOME
Open and inviting facility

Modern
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CEMETERY
Natural surroundings

Veterans section
Cremation garden 

CREMATORY
Private and on-site

Sta�  trained in cremation procedures
Family can witness

Continuous care throughout your time of need
Video tour on our website

Russell Haven of Rest
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INSURANCE YOU CAN  
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EVER CHANGING NEEDS

Call 904-644-8112 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Bill Rozmus CPCU
Your Local Agent
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SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.
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right for a man to play women’s 
sports. I was a sportswriter for more 
than 45 years and there is a differ-
ence.

 I wrote about this last year and 
a reporter who we wanted to hire 
refused the job because she didn’t 
agree. Her four-year college degree 
eventually landed her a job as a tour 
guide. But if she’s happy, then I ap-
plaud her dedication.

I also don’t want children in 
kindergarten and � rst, second 

and third grades to be exposed to 
any discussion of gender. That’s too 
young. When I hear the audio of a 
White House spokeswoman openly 

crying about “cruelty” to 6-year-olds 
because they can’t learn about LG-
BTQ issues, I can only think back to 
Sgt. Hulka’s famous line in the movie 
Stripes, “Lighten up Francis.” 

What’s cruel is how adults are us-
ing – and possibly hurting – children 
to make themselves feel better.

What’s also lost in this great divide 
is the fact these stories that push the 
boundaries are on our editorial page. 
According to Oxford, the de� nition 
of an editorial is “a newspaper article 
written by or on behalf of an editor 
that gives an opinion on a topical 
issue.” That means we’re supposed to 
have a point of view. We’re supposed 
to incite thought and encourage com-
ment.

Or you can quit reading the paper 
and close your mind.

Editorials
from page 4

on the Green Cove Springs City Coun-
cil after running on a platform to tear 
down the “old guard political power 
structure” of the council.

• A 7E-Corsair jet loses power and 
crashes into the Foxmeadow subdivi-
sion; however, the pilot, crew of three 
and residents in the subdivision we’re 
injured.

History
from page 4

use, planning and inspections.
If they don’t contract with Reedy 

Creek to provide services, those two 
cities would have to contract with 
someone else, presumably Orange 
County (and Osceola County for a 
small portion of the property), he 
said. That would still leave Disney in 
charge of much of its own destiny.

Such a new arrangement would 
require Orange County in particular 
to expand its operations in order to 
provide direct services to Disney. 
The Orange County Sheriff’s Of� ce 
already provides law enforcement. 
Orange County also provides county 
services to SeaWorld, though on a 
much smaller scale.

There was no immediate response 
Thursday from Disney or Reedy 
Creek about the proposed legisla-
tion.

There also is signi� cant potential 
impact on Reedy Creek’s bonding.

Michael Rinaldi, head of U.S. local 
government ratings for Fitch Ratings, 
raised that concern in a statement 
Tuesday.

“It is dif� cult to estimate what a 
dissolution of the RCID would cost 
Disney over time. RCID’s general 
fund and utility budgets are ap-
proximately $120 million and $125 
million, respectively. The bulk of the 
district’s operating budget is driven 
by services provided to the various 
Disney-owned properties. Outstand-
ing governmental debt totals ap-
proximately $719 million and utility 
debt stands at roughly $200 million,” 
Rinaldi said in the statement.

“At this juncture, it is not clear 
how the debt would be treated if 
RCID is dissolved (would the debt be 
assumed by another governmental 
or private entities). Dissolution of 
the district would eliminate access 

Legislature
from page 4

to tax-exempt issuance via RCID, 
potentially costing Disney and other 
landowners within the district more 
to � nance various projects.”

In a statement released Tuesday 
afternoon, Orange county Mayor Jer-
ry Demings said, “Orange County 
Government is monitoring the Spe-
cial Session in Tallahassee, particu-
larly when it comes to unfunded cost 
shifts to local governments. We will 
await any � nal legislative actions 
before offering further comments.”

While the bills do call for sunset-
ting Reedy Creek’s authority, they 
hold off until an effective date of 
June 1, 2023. That means there is a 
full 2023 Legislative Session ahead 
� rst, presumably a chance to sort 
out disputes. There also is a General 
Election in November that includes 
the Governor.

Disney, Reedy Creek, the two 
Disney cities, Orange County and the 
state of Florida have mostly coexist-
ed in harmony for 65 years, until the 
California-based Walt Disney Compa-
ny crossed DeSantis this spring when 
leaders criticized Florida’s parental 
rights bill. Disney denounced the bill 
and called for its veto.

The Governor expressed his 
ire early and often about Disney’s 
position and threatened to revisit its 
special status in Florida’s laws. On 
Tuesday he carried through, expand-
ing the call for the Legislature’s Spe-
cial Session starting Tuesday at noon.

“I am announcing today that 
we are expanding the call of what 
they are going to be considering 
this week. And so yes, they will be 
considering the congressional map, 
but they also will be considering 
termination of all special districts 
that were enacted in Florida prior to 
1968,” DeSantis said in a news con-
ference in the Villages Tuesday.

“And that includes the Reedy 
Creek Improvement District,” De-

Santis added, thanking Senate 
President Wilton Simpson and House 
Speaker Chris Sprowls for “stepping 
up and making sure we make the 
sunset or the termination of these 
special districts happen.”

Democratic Sen. Linda Stewart of 
Orlando called the legislation “strictly 
political” and said that Disney of-
� cials have told her they do not think 
it is possible to dissolve Reedy Creek 
Improvement District.

“They don’t think that the Reedy 
Creek can be dissolved. Okay, so … 
they’re gonna have to go to court,” 
Stewart said. “I did say that I’m glad 
that you’re not giving contributions 
to anyone, because you’re going to 
need it for your own lawyers.”

“Gov. DeSantis is very angry and 
he works to approve ways in which 
he can in� uence his desire to have 
them walk the line,” Stewart added.

The cities of Bay Lake and Lake 
Buena Vista encompass nearly all of 
the 38-square-mile Walt Disney World 
within their municipal boundaries. 
Both cities have very small communi-
ties of residents — 20 to 40 people 
each, who mostly are Walt Disney 
World employees and their fami-
lies — living in two small residential 
neighborhoods within Disney World. 
Among themselves, those residents 
elect Mayors and Commissioners, 
who run the cities.

They contract virtually all services 
to Reedy Creek, which provides all 
utilities, � re and rescue emergency 
services, as well as street mainte-

nance, planning, zoning, building 
inspections and other municipal 
operations.

The Reedy Creek Board of Super-
visors eligibility is based on own-
ership of land within the district. 
Disney owns most of the land. A 
sparse few acres have been deeded 
over to others, loyal to Disney, who 
then are able to serve on the Reedy 
Creek Board.

Former Orange County Mayor Lin-
da Chapin said there have been 
tussles between Disney and Reedy 
Creek and Orange County govern-
ment many times, notably a battle 
over Reedy Creek’s use of municipal 
bonds while she was Mayor in the 
1990s.

But, she added, “In the long run, it 
has worked out pretty well.”

Scott Powers is an Orlando-based 
political journalist with 30+ years’ ex-
perience, mostly at newspapers such as 
the Orlando Sentinel and the Columbus 
Dispatch. He covers local, state and 
federal politics and space news across 
much of Central Florida. His career 
earned numerous journalism awards 
for stories ranging from the Space 
Shuttle Columbia disaster to presi-
dential elections to misplaced nuclear 
waste. He and his wife Connie have 
three grown children. Besides them, 
he’s into mystery and suspense books 
and movies, rock, blues, basketball, 
baseball, writing unpublished novels, 
and being amused. Email him at scott@
� oridapolitics.com.



Lisa Felegy uses her cookie business, Beachy Bakes, as a outlet to express her 
appreciation for getting a new heart while undergoing treatment for breast cancer.

‘Breast cancer saved my life’

Disease leads to new heart 
for Orange Park cookie maker
By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – Lisa Felegy prob-
ably wouldn’t be alive today if she 
didn’t contract breast cancer.

She went into cardiac arrest fol-
lowing a double mastectomy recon-
structive surgery and that led to a 
heart transplant. Nine months later, 
she is cancer-free with a healthy 
heart, which allows her to do what 
she loves most – baking cookies.

“I went into cardiac arrest in 
recovery,” Lisa said. “I had a great 
nurse. She told me there was some-
thing wrong. ‘What do you mean? I 
feel � ne.’ I mean, I was awake, but 
my heart was just going crazy. They 
did not have to do CPR. I had no idea 

that I had heart issues. Zero idea.”
Lisa’s family had a history of 

cancer, so when she was diagnosed 
with Stage 1 breast cancer, she was 
proactive to have her breasts re-
moved. While she was in the hospital 
following reconstructive surgery, her 
life changed.

For the good.
She was being treated for cardiac 

sarcoidosis, which is a collection of 
in� ammatory cells, for two years with 
medications and minor procedures. 
While the growths often go away on 
their own, they can lead to organ 
damage.

Lisa was placed on the heart trans-
plant list and she was in surgery six 
days later.

“I needed a heart you know, ev-
erything happens so very quickly for 
me,” she said. “Just because I wasn’t 
in the hospital waiting like most 
people do, it was different for me. My 
doctor called and asked, ‘What are 
you doing?’ I told him I was making 
cookies. I had cookies all over my 
house because I was getting ready for 
market on Saturday. He said, ‘I have a 
heart for you.’ I threw all my chargers 
and a couple shirts in a bag and went 
to the hospital.”

Lisa was the � rst person to get a 
new heart in what’s called the “Heart 
in a Box” procedure. Instead of a 
heart being harvested from a donor, 
placed on ice and being transplanted 
within four hours, her heart was kept 

beating with a heart-lung machine.
Now healed and healthy, she has 

redirected herself to making cook-
ies and being an advocate for organ 
donations.

“I’m learning to enjoy the people 
that are in my life,” she said. “I’m 
loving what I’m doing with my little 
cookie business. More than that, you 
know, life is too short. I just turned 
our spare room into my cookie room 
now that our kids are gone. It’s kind 
of exploded, It’s great.”

Her business, Beachy Bakes, offers 
a variety of handcrafted cookies.

“I really just started out as being a 
creative outlet for me,” she said.

And only made possible by con-
tracting breast cancer.
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Worldwide event was 
canceled past two years 
due to pandemic

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK – An event try-
ing to � ght cancer will make its 
return to Orange Park after a two-
year wait.

Relay for Life, also called “Car-
nival for a Cure,” heads to Orange 
Park Mall on May 7, from 4-9 p.m., 
where it is held to bene� t the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and the local 
efforts toward the organization’s 
research and facilities.

Relay for Life of the First Coast 
Event Lead Erin Morris said she ex-
pected a sizable attendance. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic led to the merger 
of Clay, St. Johns and Duval counties’ 
volunteer groups, she said, and com-
bining some resources.

“We’re representing that nobody 
� ghting cancer is � ghting alone, you 
have family and friends and a com-
munity,” Morris said. “A dif� cult task 
is not as dif� cult, not as impossible.”

There will be a one-mile fun run 
to follow the opening ceremony. 

While teams 
can raise money on a 

track for charity, the event also 
has a carnival theme for food trucks, 
a kid’s zone and vendors. A goal of 
this year’s event is multiple options 
and opening it up to the community, 
Morris said.

“Cancer has impacted everybody if 
you think about it, your friends, your 
family and your coworkers,” Morris 

said. “Everyone you know.”
According to the American Cancer 

Society, the Relay for the First Coast 
has raised more than $40,000 of its 
$60,000 goal so far. There were 35 
teams, with some having as many as 
nine members, for the � ve-hour relay 
signed up as of Monday.

At about 8:30 p.m., attendees will 
carry glow sticks, honoring those 
who fought or survived cancer, dur-

ing a luminaria.
“It’s gorgeous, it’s a really nice 

sight,” Morris said of the luminaria. 
“It’s for who we lost, who survived 
and to encourage those � ghting to 
continue.”

To register for the fun run or to 
join a team, visit Relayforlife.Org/
Firstcoast�  or download the American 
Cancer Society’s mobile fundraising 
app.

Relay for Life � nally returns to Orange Park Mall

return to Orange Park after a two-

Relay for Life, also called “Car-
nival for a Cure,” heads to Orange 
Park Mall on May 7, from 4-9 p.m., 
where it is held to bene� t the Ameri-
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Event Lead Erin Morris said she ex-
pected a sizable attendance. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic led to the merger 
of Clay, St. Johns and Duval counties’ 
volunteer groups, she said, and com-
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can raise money on a 

track for charity, the event also 

said. “Everyone you know.”
According to the American Cancer 

Society, the Relay for the First Coast 

Relay for Life � nally returns to Orange Park Mall
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More teens attempting 
suicide in Florida
By Mike McCormick
Florida Poison Control

Suicide. A subject most people 
aren’t comfortable talking about. 
The word, with just seven let-

ters, is usually uttered with a whis-
per when talking about the cause of 
death of a friend or family member. 
Add the word “teen” in front of “sui-
cide” and the conversation moves to 
the shadows.

The stigma of suicide is keeping 
people from talking about this public 
health crisis even though the num-
bers, the names and the family mem-
bers we are losing is rising. Data from 
calls to Florida’s Poison Information 
Centers released today show teens 
in this state are making a potentially 
fatal decision more often. “It’s stag-
gering to see such huge increases” 
Florida Poison Information Center 
Director Dr. Dawn Sollee said after re-
viewing the numbers. “In 2019, three 
percent of our calls involved teens at-
tempting suicide by ingesting a toxin. 
Two years later, we were are up to 
5% with 2,000 additional calls a year. 
That’s an increase of 51%. These are 
not just numbers. Each piece of data, 
each call, has a name associated with 
it. Those names connect to mothers, 
father, brothers, sisters, cousins and 
friends. Silence over suicide is keep-
ing this public health crisis in the 
dark.

National trend
A recent nationwide review of 

poison center call data shows the 
problem is getting even younger na-
tionwide. 

In an article published in the 
journal JAMA Pediatrics, researchers 
at the Oregon poison Center, Pediat-
ric Emergency and Child Psychiatry 

reported a � vefold increase in calls to 
poison control for suicide attempts by 
10- to 12-year-olds from 2010 to 2020. 
The number of calls rose from 1058 
in 2010 to 5,606 in 2020.

“With so many adolescents at-
tempting to take their own lives, it is 
time for us to have a serious com-
munity conversation” Sollee said. 
“Our poison center calls on attempted 
teen suicide almost always involve 
having access to medicine. It’s not 
just prescription medicine; it’s also 
over the counter pain relivers that 
are available in almost every Florida 
home.” “Specially trained health 
care providers at poison centers are 
available at (800) 222-1222 to assess, 
triage and help if a person overdoses 
on a product, but it would wonderful 
if we could prevent the access to the 
product to begin with.”

Medication safety
A conversation we are more 

comfortable having is about medi-
cine safety. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says 50,000 
children end up in emergency rooms 
each year because they get into medi-
cine. Most of these are young chil-
dren and the incidents are the results 
of accidents. It only takes a few sec-
onds of adult inattention for a curious 
child to � nd medicine or vitamins and 
overdose. Now, with the addition of 
intentional ingestions, we are facing a 
national crisis.

Medications, vitamins and supple-
ments are intended to make people 
feel well and stay healthy. However, 
any substance taken the wrong way, 
in the wrong amount by the wrong 
person can be toxic. This includes 
over the counter medicine.

PHOTO CREDIT: MIKE MCCORMICK

The Florida Poison Information 
Center Network encourages parents 
to lock up all medications. Medication 
safes or lock boxes are made by sev-
eral different suppliers. They provide 
a secure way to keep medicine out 
of unwanted hands. Lock bags are 
also a very good to keep substances 
from unwanted hands. The bags are 
various prices many starting less 
than $20 dollars. Locked medicine 
cabinets are several hundred dollars 
but the lock boxes can be purchased 
for less than $30. “We have to make 
a change around the way handle 
medicine, supplements and the like 
in our homes,” Sollee said. “Too many 
children are getting hurt by accident 
and far too many have access to get 
hurt intentionally.”

Experts will tell you it’s hard to 
stop a very determined person from 
taking their own life, but not impos-
sible. Evidence shows that providing 
support services and reducing access 
to means of self-harm are effective 

tools to help those in crisis. Knowing 
the risk factors and warning signs so 
you can help will change the conver-
sation about suicide.

Limiting access to potential toxins 
will keep potentially dangerous 
substances out of the hands of our 
young. By changing the way we store 
our medicine and other substances 
we will hopefully not only reduce the 
number of attempted suicides, but we 
will reduce the number of accidental 
poisonings each year.

Teen suicide is an uncomfortable 
subject. Medication safety isn’t. We 
can stop two public health crises, 
young people attempting to harm 
themselves and children accidentally 
harming themselves, by raising our 
voices to push us to change our hab-
its. Your Florida Poison Information 
Center Network is here to provide 
poisoning help in a time of need as 
well as to provide poisoning preven-
tion education by contacting (800) 
222-1222.

More teens attempting 
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920 Blanding Blvd., Suite 4
Orange Park, FL 32065

904-420-0044

GET YOUR 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

CARD TODAY!

No Medical records? NO PROBLEM. 
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

Do you have stress and anxiety
due to the Coronavirus?

Call today for a PTSD evaluation. 

Re-Certify by phone- No need to leave home!

RECERTIFICATIONS

EDIBLES NOW AVAILABLE. 

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – The Clay County 
School District is 
already preparing 
for the next year 
in a crucial task, 
placing teachers 
and support per-
sonnel in schools.

The 2022-2023 
school year is 
four months away. 
Superintendent 
David Broskie 
said he thinks the district is doing 
well with only nine teacher vacan-

cies to � ll, considering a lack of labor 
throughout the state and country.

“Luckily, Clay County is doing 
better than most,” Broskie said. “Our 
retention rate is higher than most.”

To keep pace, the district will host 
a job fair at Fleming Island High from 
5-7:30 p.m. on May 3.

He said teaching is more complex 
than most people think. First-year 
teachers need administration-level 
support and district-level support to 
foster an environment where achieve-
ment is the primary goal.

Broskie referred to a meeting last 
week, where the district held an in-
formational session for people with a 

degree interested in teaching. He said 
the district is seeing more non-educa-
tion majors hired.

“The meeting was about, ‘Show 
me how to complete the paperwork 
so I can see what I have to do to be a 
teacher,’” he said. “Our outreach has 
to be greater. The recruitment and re-
tention of employees are critical as an 
organization because it is a people-
based organization.”

But the push doesn’t end with 
adults. The Career and Technical 
Education department also will hold a 
Career Fair for graduating seniors and 
local businesses at 8 a.m. on May 4 at 
the Clay County Fairgrounds.

At a previous board meeting, of-
� cials discussed plans to get students 
interested in teaching to substitute 
in the county. Though the discus-
sion and the CTE fair are unrelated, 
Broskie said the goal when students 
graduate is to prepare them with 
skills for college, the military or a 
career right out of high school.

Broskie recalled local employers 
stressing the need for employees.

“We’re trying to pair them up 
with students and make that match,” 
Broskie said.

More information is available at 
oneclay.net.

District hiring push continues with teacher and student career fairs

David Broskie

All-electric GMC 
HUMMER arrives 
at Garber Automall

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Garber 
Chevrolet Buick GMC delivered the 
world’s � rst all-electric super truck, 
the 2022 GMC HUMMER EV Edition 1 
pickup.

The HUMMER, in unique Edition 
1 trim, began production at GM’s 
Factory ZERO Detroit-Hamtramck As-
sembly Center earlier this month. The 
pickup has taken the world by storm, 
with performance like 1,000 horse-
power, 11,500 pound-foot of torque 
and a staggering 0-60 mph time of 
approximately three seconds – all  in 
an off-road capable and zero-tailpipe 
emissions package.

Garber Chevrolet Buick GMC 
continues its commitment to provid-
ing the latest in automotive innova-
tion and electri� cation to customers, 
as the HUMMER is the � rst all-electric 

vehicle in GMC’s portfolio powered by 
General Motors’ new Ultium battery 
system.

Every GMC HUMMER EV Edition 1 
Pickup will come fully equipped with 
all available options, including the 
standard Extreme Off-Road Package 
that is purpose-built to conquer any 
off-road trail. Also, all pickups will 
feature an Interstellar White exterior 
and a unique Lunar Horizon inte-
rior, with special “Edition 1” interior 
badging. The HUMMER has a starting 
MSRP of $110,295, including destina-
tion, leading to a range of additional 
trims to be introduced in future model 
years. Standard equipment on all, 
including Edition 1, includes Super 
Cruise capability with a three-year 
subscription, UltraVision with High-
De� nition Surround Vision, 35-inch-
OD tires, In� nity Roof, power rear 
drop glass, six-function MultiPro Tail-
gate, as well as innovative and unique 
features like Crab Walk and Watts to 

Tony, Brian and Stephen � ew from Nashville to take the � rst test drive of the all-electric GMC 
HUMMER EV Edition 1 pickup at Garber Chevrolet Buick GMC.

Freedom. “We’re excited to bring the 
GMC HUMMER EV Edition 1 Pickup 
to our customers here in Green Cove 
Springs,” said Garber Executive Man-
ager Mike Weinert. “This is the � rst 
delivery in the district which runs 
from Daytona (Beach) to Hilton Head, 
(South Carolina). 

We are proud to have delivered 
Hummer EV No. 133 produced. It’s a 
pivotal time in the industry and hav-
ing been a GMC dealer for 27 years 
we’re proud to be among the world’s 
� rst to help lead GMC’s electric revo-
lution, and that all starts here with 
this GMC HUMMER EV Pickup.”
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Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.
3495 Hoffman St. | Penney Farms, FL 32079 | VisitPRC.org

~Welcome Home~
Make plans now, while you’re young enough to enjoy retirement.

Penney Retirement Community gives you peace of mind that all of
your health care needs are taken care of….Your family will thank you.

‘It really showed us what adults have to do’

Reality Check provides 
students with tools 
for real-life situations
By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Keystone Heights 
High recently held its � rst Reality Check 
in the gymnasium.

“There was a lot of positive engage-
ment,” Jessica Leverette the Community 
Partnership Wellness Coordinator said.

During the event seventh through 
12th graders were given packages that 
gave an overview of their jobs, income 
and marital status. The middle school-
ers, Jessica said, were actively engaged 
in the event and learned a lot.

“Fabulous. It was a great experi-
ence,” Dr. Tori Hersey, a seventh-grade 
teacher, said. She continues to say that 
her students were exposed to real-life 
and had questions afterward.

During the event, 90 volunteers rang-
ing from local businesses and organiza-
tions, or individuals operated the 19 
booths. The booths represented different 
real adult life necessities like insurance, 
housing and banking and taught the stu-
dents about managing money.

“It was fun,” Keila, a freshman, said. 
“It really showed us what adults have to 
do.”

The students were taught how to � ll 
out a checkbook and the different types 
of insurance. Another freshman, Laryss, 
said she enjoyed it and would do it again. 

The event lasted from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The school faculty, teachers and stu-

dents believe that Reality Check should 
be incorporated into all schools.

“I think every school in the country 
needs this,” said Stafan Nicholas, Com-
munity Partnership Expanded Learning 
Coordinator. He said that through Real-
ity Check students realize the � nancial 
decisions their parents have to make. In 
addition to how their own decisions will 
affect their life. Jessica believes that 
Reality Check should start at the end of 
11th grade or the beginning of the senior 
year, so students are not stressed and 
can make the right choices early on.

Thanks to partnership of Capital City, 
Keystone Heights High and volunteers, 
Reality Check was made available to the 
students.

“We would like to partner with com-
panies,” Stefan said. “Kids need to know 
they have options.”

He said the school needs resources 
to reach out to the kids and show them 
ways they can be successful with or 
without a college degree. By partner-
ing with local or non-local companies, 
Keystone Heights will be able to further 
prepare and teach the students about life 
and success.

The high school already plans to bring 
back Reality Check next year.

‘It really showed us what adults have to do’
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and do anything.”
A retired U.S. Navy helicopter 

pilot, Bowler said aviation isn’t inher-
ently dangerous, though it is very 
unforgiving. Bowler teaches a drone-
based course and said the drone � eld 
is experiencing a wave of innovation 
similar to what the 1930s was to 
planes.

He referred to students as enthu-
siastic young adults. The aviation 
industry is rife with transition and 
change, as pilots are aging out of the 
commercial sector, he said.

“There’s a very high demand for 

pilots, and for maintenance workers 
for the same reasons,” Bowler said. 
“The average age for a maintenance 
person is 55. 

There’s this huge draft going on 
right now, if you will, in the commer-
cial industry for both maintenance 
and � ying.”

Senior Jacob Russell said every 
part of the program clicked with 
him like the guest speakers, � eld 
trips and � ight simulators. He said 
the discussions are in-depth, but the 
standards are exacting.

“The difference between this 
course and a lot of other courses is 
they don’t like late work. Because if 
you’re � ying an airplane, you can’t 

Aerospace
from page 1

call a tower 600 feet from the runway 
and be like, ‘Hey can I land?’” Russell 
said. “That’s not how it works.”

Eduardo Albaladejo said Hendrix 
and Bowler inspire their students. 
Like the others in the program, he’s 
looking at careers in the � eld.

“I like the hands-on experience 
you get working on a variety of proj-
ects,” he said.

Maya Stracuzzi, a junior, said the 
courses are taught in a way that ap-
plies to students’ lives. From her per-
spective, the courses are unpredict-
able and aren’t strictly by the book.

“It’s always more exciting and fun 
than just a normal class,” she said. 
“It’s entertaining. You learn things 
that are beyond aerospace, it’s an 
overall type of class.”
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Fields
Matters 
Because

You
Matter

Service Always with a Smile
...and breakfast or lunch while you wait!

7999 Blanding Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL  |  904.207.7635
www.fieldscadillacjacksonville.com  |  Enhanced Facility Cleaning Protocols

FREE to Fields Service Customers
Choose a breakfast of eggs (any style), 
French toast, freshly prepared biscuits 
& gravy or create your own omelet with 
gourmet coffee. For lunch a variety of 
sandwiches wth teas, fountain drinks, 
orange and apple juice and bottled 
water.
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The 15th annual Golden Years 
Gala will be celebrated on Wednes-
day, May 25, 2022. The Gala recog-
nizes senior adults for outstanding 
volunteer service in Clay County. This 
is a wonderful way to say, “Thank 
You!” by celebrating someone you 
know for their extraordinary efforts. 
The categories are as follows: Ernie 
Cohen Lifetime Achievement Award, 
Volunteer Man of the Year and Vol-
unteer Woman of the Year. In addi-
tion to recognizing the nominees, 
we will be awarding the Shepherd’s 
Center Outstanding Service Award. 
Senior Adults are important to the 
community. They are a generation 
of high values, strong work ethic, 
commitment, integrity, generosity, 
and loyalty. Seniors are a wonder-
ful example to all, showing that true 
ful� llment is to share their time and 
talents through service. 

The Gala will be held at Sulli-
van Hall, 7190 U.S. Highway 17 S, 
Fleming Island, Wednesday, May 25. 
Breakfast will be served at 8:30a.m. 
There will be a live and silent auc-
tion and awards program. Tickets are 
$50; please call (904) 269-5315 to 
order yours today. The event bene� ts 
Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park, a 
501(c)(3) nonpro� t which provides 

education for senior adults to im-
prove their quality of life. The award-
winning educational program focuses 
on health, wellness, art, information 
technology, and history.  

A listing of the nominees and the 
Shepherd’s Center’s Outstanding Ser-
vice Award winner with a summary 
of their activities follows. 

Ernie Cohen Lifetime 
Achievement Award

Pat Fernandez 
Pat Fernandez currently volun-

teers for The Way Free Medical Clinic 
and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of 
Green Cove Springs. She has volun-
teered at The Way 
Clinic since its 
inception in 2006 
and has steadfast-
ly served when 
needed. She is 
professional and 
works proactively 
to take care of 
the patients and 
facility. She is a 
Spanish transla-
tor, working with doctors, nurses, 
and patients to facilitate medical 
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Outstanding volunteer service awards  

treatment; she manages supplies 
and the recycling program at the 
clinic. Pat inspires others with her 
work ethic, her faith, and her intel-
ligence. She has a relentless passion 
for helping others and throws herself 
into anything that must be done, no 
matter how big or small. She previ-
ously volunteered for the Green Cove 
Springs Food Pantry and Challenge 
Enterprises. Pat retired as a teacher in 
2007 and has kept up a phenomenal 
pace of volunteerism ever since, log-
ging an estimated 25,000 of service 
hours in Clay County over 50 years. 

John Gilman 
 John has volunteered for the 

American Red Cross for the past 20 
years, where he 
holds the posi-
tion of Kitchen 
Site Manger. He 
also serves as 
Shelter Worker, 
Emergency Re-
sponse Vehicle 
(EVH) Driver, 
and Mass Feed-
ing Manager. 
In addition, he 
serves in any 
position needed during disaster. 
John’s management skills go beyond 
just aiding the people he serves. He 
has a keen ability in � nding ways to 
care for individuals that no one else 
thought was possible. If he needs 
to use boats or even a helicopter to 
serve food, John will make it happen. 
John is a person with strong faith, 
great character, a teacher, a manager, 
and someone who will always extend 
himself to help someone in need and 
yes, he is a “Superhero.”

Jay Heather 
Jay Heather volunteers and is a 

leader in the following organiza-

tions here in 
Clay County: 
St. Catherine’s 
Catholic Church 
since 1984, United 
Methodist Church 
James Boys Ramp 
Ministry since 
2018, and Waste 
Not Want Not 
since 2018. At St 
Catherine’s he has 
served in many positions, including 
grounds maintenance, urban plunge, 
St. Catherine’s Fall Bazaar, and the 
Knights of Columbus. With the James 
Boys he has built 57 ramps from 
6’ to 40’ in all parts of the county, 
and he is a part of their leadership 
team. At Waste Not he unloads food 
trucks every Thursday and serves as a 
maintenance/handy man completing 
numerous improvements to the build-
ings and grounds. Jay believes that 
he has been called to a life of service, 
which started with his twenty years 
of service in the United States Marine 
Corps. He has answered the call to 
help both friends, family, and strang-
ers in their time of need

Evelyn “Dolly” Hillman 
Dolly Hillman currently volunteers 

as a child advocate for the Guardian 
ad Litem program, serves on Penny 
Retirement Center Board of Directors, 
teaches English as a second language, 
educates fellow residents about 
the history of slavery, and provides 
career counseling to young people 
through her college sorority. For 
more than a decade, Dolly has been a 
voice representing the disadvantaged 
children in the Clay County court sys-
tem through Guardian ad Litem. Dol-
ly is serving her third three-year term 
on Penny Farm Retirement Center’s 

Pat Fernandez

John Gilman

Jay Heather 
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By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – Gusty winds and 
the threat of severe weather couldn’t 
dampen the enthusiasm by employ-
ees who of� cially opened Walmart 
Health and Wellness at the super-
store’s Branan Field Road location on 
April 7.

The one-stop health center is the 
company’s second in Florida and 
22nd nationwide, and it comes to 
one of the fastest-growing counties 
in the state. Walmart Health will of-
fer primary care, dental, behavioral 
counseling, x-rays, labs, hearing and 
vision services seven days a week.

“Why Florida? This population is 
growing at a faster clip as any other 
area,” said Alicia Johnson, the cen-
ter administrator for the Middleburg 
Walmart Health Center.

To match the schedules of busy 
families, Walmart said its health cen-
ters will offer care seven days a week 
– 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Monday-
through-Friday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday; and telehealth on Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Two years after the launch of 
Walmart Health, we continue evolv-
ing and growing to make health care 
even more accessible to the com-
munities we serve,” said Dr. David 
Carmouche, senior vice president of 
Omnichannel Care Offerings said in a 
company release.

 “With only one primary care doc-
tor per 1,380 Florida residents, these 
Walmart Health centers will help 
address the demand for care in three 
major cities in the Sunshine State, 
delivering quality health care at the 
right time in the right setting, right 
next to where many Floridians get 
their groceries. We are part of these 
communities, and we are excited to 
bring more options for in-person 
and telehealth care services to our 
neighbors.”

Florida, with 13 percent growth 
from 2010 to 2019, was clearly a state 
in need of more health clinics, he 
said.

“With only one primary care doc-
tor per 1,380 Florida residents, these 
Walmart Health centers will help 
address the demand for care in three 
major cities in the Sunshine State...,” 
he said. “We are part of these com-
munities, and we are excited to bring 
more options for in-person and tele-
health care services to our neighbors. 
We’re making health care available 
when and where you may need it.”

According to Carmouche, Walmart 
expanded its health centers to Florida 
because the state has shown a 13% 
growth rate from 2010 to 2019 and 
it has one doctor for every 1,380 
residents.

Walmart Health started in Arkan-
sas and expanded to Illinois and 
Georgia.

 The Branan Field Road location is 
the second in Florida, following the 
grand opening of a clinic on Col-
lins Road in Jacksonville on April 5. 
Other locations include Poinciana 
and Sanford, while a � fth clinic is 
scheduled to open in Wesley Chapel 
near Tampa on June 7.

Walmart Health opens at Branan Field Road location

STFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Alicia Johnson, the center administrator for 
Middleburg Walmart Health Center, 
welcomes employees and residents during 
the grand  opening of the full-service 
healthcare center.
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Board of Direc-
tors and works 
on their Nomi-
nating Commit-
tee and chairs 
the Marketing 
Committee. In 
retirement Dolly 
is educating 
others; once a 
year she offers 
fellow residents 

a six-week course about the history 
of slavery, and she teaches English as 
a second language to area residents 
through Bright Star Church. Prior to 
retiring and moving to Penny Farms, 
Dolly was a former teacher, guidance 
counselor and school administrator 
who spent 15 years abroad as a mis-
sionary. Despite battling leukemia, 
Dolly says that it is not in her nature 
to slow down, especially since so 
many people need a helping hand. 
“I’ve never been one to sit back 
and do nothing, and if I agree to do 
something, I’m going to do it the 
very best I can, even if circumstances 
are dif� cult.” 

Woman of the Year
Connie Eden 

Connie Eden volunteers for Good 
Samaritan Ministry, Soup Kitchen, 
Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park, 
Thrasher-Horne Center, Orange Park 
Women’s Club, Orange Park United 
Methodist Church, and Emmaus. At 
the Shepherd’s Center of Orange 
Park (SCOOP), she is a member of 
the Board of Di-
rectors, serves on 
the Golden Years 
Gala Committee, 
serves food when 
needed, helps 
with registra-
tion, works the 
outreach table at 
the Orange Park 
Farmers’ Market, 

Gold
from page 12

Connie Eden 

and teaches Chair Yoga. She ush-
ers, takes tickets, and helps in the 
lobby at the Thrasher- Horne. She 
is the Second Vice President of the 
Women’s Club and is a member of 
the Health Committee. At the Or-
ange Park United Methodist Church, 
Connie is Co-Chair of Rock of Ages, 
helps with the Angel Tree, commu-
nion server, Co-Chair of the Debra 
Circle, and assists with the Youth 
Program.  

Connie Eden is one of those rare 
people who enthusiastically lends a hand 
wherever there is a need. She does not 
discriminate among her many organiza-
tions, but she is leaving a legacy of being 
the glue that holds groups together. She 
touches many people, and through her 
inspiration and leadership makes Clay 
County a better place. 

Dolores Felkey 
Dolores Felkey is af� liated with 

the Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge, 
but her charitable efforts are directed 
toward the needy of Clay Cunty. She 
is a volunteer and active fundraiser 
for many different individuals and 
organizations. As a fund raiser, she is 
like the Energizer bunny. In the past 
year she has raised the money and 
donated 50 Thanksgiving pumpkin 
pies to the Senior Center, raised 
the money for 
the Green Cove 
Springs Police 
Department to 
donate 31 tur-
keys, decorated 
170 Christmas 
trees in Spring 
Park, raised 
money for books, 
computers, and 
sweatshirts for 
the Charles E. 
Bennett Elementary School, sup-
ported Hayley Moore’s softball 
playing efforts, raised money for the 
Clay High School and Fleming Island 
High School Scholarship Fund. She 
has also raised money for Flags 
Across America and Wreaths Across 
America. Dolores does not ask what 
to do. She sees a need and throws 

her enthusiasm and energy into ful-
� lling those needs. She is persuasive 
and persistent in her fundraising ef-
forts, but she leaves her donors with 
a good feeling for having helped. 

Selena Hayle 
Selena Hayle is founder and di-

rector of the annual Feast of Plenty 
at First Baptist 
Church of Or-
ange Park. She 
has served in 
this capacity for 
18 years. At the 
Feast of Plenty 
over 1,000 din-
ners were served 
on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. She 
organizes � ve 
churches (Ad-
vent Lutheran, Celebration Church, 
Christ’s Church, First Baptist Church 
of Orange Park, and St. James AME 
Church) to volunteer with cooking, 
serving, getting food donations, and 
delivering meals to people at home. 
Selena even worked through Covid 
to make sure families in Clay County 
still had Thanksgiving dinner. Selena 
is also involved in other organiza-
tions in the area: served for � ve years 
on the Board of Directors for the 
Northeast Florida Community Action 
Agency, volunteers for Mercy Support 
Services and was a founding member 
of The Mercy Network, is a Consul-
tant to Citygate Network, and is an 
advisor for CHESUD. 

Marilyn Hollowood 
Marilyn Hollowood served with 

the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees (NARFE), Chap-
ter 1414, Clay County. She served as 
president of the 200-member chap-
ter during the 
period of COVID. 
She had served 
previously as 
President about 
four years earlier. 
Marilyn was rec-
ognized for her 
volunteer efforts 
from the NARFE 
last December by 

the Second Vice President of the FL 
Federation District. She is

also a participant in other activi-
ties: a member and former of� cer in 
Jacksonville Garden Club, member 
of Ladies Fleet Reserve Associa-
tion, choir member at St. Catherine’s 
Catholic Church, and participant in 
Homeless Ministry at St. Catherine’s 
Catholic Church.  

Dorothy Robinson 
Dorothy volunteers for the Clay 

County Centers of Aging True. She is 
always prompt, pleasant and help-
ful. Dorothy serves meals to senior 
clients and assists in cleaning up 
after lunch, leads 
games for cli-
ents, serves as a 
member on the 
Advisory Commit-
tee, assists others 
with general 
needs, and serves 
as a great source 
of camaraderie. 
For over � ve 
years, Dorothy 
has spent her 
weekdays at the Green Cove Springs 
Senior Center with little or no ab-
sences. As a self-starter, she never 
complains but always dives right in, 
going above and beyond anything 
management asks of her. She is punc-
tual and reliable as well as friendly 
and compassionate. She has given 
dedicated service during 2021 and 
beyond. 

Millie Wilkes 
Millie has volunteered in many 

capacities in Clay County for over 20 
years. She served on the Clay County 
Agricultural Fair Board of Directors, 
continues to volunteer as an honor-
ary Board mem-
ber, serving on 
several of the 
fair’s committees 
including the 
Audit, Scholar-
ship, Budget, 
and Nominating 
and was the � rst 
Superintendent of 
the Of� ce Ticket Marilyn Hollowood
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Delores Felkey
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Evelyn “Dolly” Hillman
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Presale Booth. She has also served 
for years as Superintendent of the 
Exhibit Buildings. She not only works 
each day of the eleven-day fair until 
closing, but she also helps with set-
up before opening day and tear-down 
day after the close of the fair. She 
turned 84 years during the 2022 Fair 
and shows no sign of slowing down, 
even after completing treatment of 
Stage 4 cancer. Millie has volunteered 
countless hours for many years since 
2002with the Middleburg Method-
ist Church as Finance Chairperson, 
coordinates the Pumpkin Patch and 
the Black Creek Winter Festival, and 
is Director of the Food Bridge and 
Breadbasket programs. Millie has 
touched hun-
dreds of lives 
in Clay County 
with her positive 
attitude for life 
and her ability to 
serve others. 

Kathy Wray 
Kathy Wray 

volunteers for 
The Clothes 
Closet and Food 
Pantry which has a volunteer base of 
110 volunteers and serves approxi-
mately 5,000 Clay County Residents. 
She is Secretary of the Board of 
Directors, Team Leader in charge of 
opening and running the Clothes 
Closet and Food Pantry on Mondays 
and Second Saturdays. She is also an 
Executive Board Member. In 2021, 
Kathy took on several monumental 
tasks at the pantry. First, she drove 
a total renovation of the Food Pan-
try while organizing several areas in 
the 9,000 square foot building for 
better accessibility, to maximize the 
space. Second, Kathy reached out to 
the food pantry volunteers to seek 
their advice and suggestions for the 
renovation. Kathy toured other food 
pantries in the area to observe best 
practices, glean any helpful advice, 
and identify particularly useful sys-
tems. Kathy acted as the Project Man-
ager for a total upgrade of the food 
preparation area.

Kathy spent over seven hundred 
volunteer hours overseeing the food 
pantry renovation and reorganiza-
tion. She attends executive commit-
tee, team leader, and board meetings. 
Kathy has truly made the organiza-

tion a better, safer place to volunteer, 
and a more effective provider of ser-
vices to those in need in Clay County. 

Man of the Year
Gray Chandler 

Cray Chandler volunteers for Clay 
County Habitat for Humanity, “James 
Boys” Handicap Ramps in Clay Coun-
ty, and the Orange Park United Meth-
odist Church. At 
Habitat for Hu-
manity, he helps 
construct homes 
with a mission of 
eliminating sub-
standard hous-
ing in Clay. With 
“James Boys” 
Ramp Ministry he 
helps construct 
ramps in Clay 
County for those who cannot afford 
to pay for one. At Orange Park United 
Methodist Church Gray helps with 
the Pumpkin Patch, helps the United 
Methodist Men at Christmas and 
Easter, helps his Sunday School class 
serve and clean up for Wednesday 
dinners, serves on the trustees Board, 
Co-Chair for UMM’s BBQ fundraiser, 
and sings in the choir. Gray Chandler 
re� ects how each person can make a 
difference in the world. He performs 
acts of kindness, social responsibility, 
and generosity with enthusiasm, en-
ergy, and humility. A great deal of his 
time is spent behind the scenes in the 
“not glamorous” but necessary chores 
that keep the mechanics in motion. 
He truly makes a difference while do-
ing God’s work. 

Jim Corbin 
Jim Corbin volunteers for the 

Clay County Agricultural Fair as the 
Grounds Manager. He spends more 
than 500 hours per year volunteer-
ing his time at the Clay County Fair. 
He has been involved with the fair 
for more than ten years and served 
on the board of Directors for six 
and as chair of the board for two of 
those years. Corbin and his small 
crew are responsible for getting the 
fairgrounds ready for the annual fair. 
Throughout the event, from a month 
before the fair to a month after the 
fair, he works tirelessly to make a 

signi� cant dif-
ference and is 
always thinking 
of ways to better 
the fair processes. 
Each year, Jim 
organizes, gets 
volunteers and 
injects enthusi-
asm to the fair. 
Jim easily works 
eight to ten hours 
per day getting ready for the fair and 
cleaning up after everyone else has 
left. He is a true volunteer in every 
sense of the word. His example of 
strength, dedication to volunteering 
and horrible humor has served an ex-
cellent example to all who have had 
the privilege to know and volunteer 
along with him.

Robert Simpson 
Robert Simpson volunteers for the 

Young Life Florida Region, Young Life Clay 
County, and Grace Anglican Church and 
Preschool. He started volunteering with 
Young Life in 1985 as a part of the Hir-
ing Committee when the dream of Young 
Life Clay County began. Currently Bob 
is the Treasurer of the Young Life Area 
Board, a guest host at Young Life Summer 
Camp, and is the DJ 
at weekly youth 
events, annual fun-
draisers, and camp 
events. Bob serves 
as a volunteer Fa-
cilities Mainte-
nance Coordinator 
at Grace Anglican 
Church and Grace 
Anglican Preschool. 
Bob is known for be-
ing someone that is 
always willing to help. He goes above and 
beyond expectations and always rises to a 
challenge. Bob is also very caring and has 
a passion for the adolescents in Clay Coun-
ty to know Jesus Christ. Bob embodies be-

longing and helps newcomers feel seen and 
valued. Bob is an irreplaceable thread in 
the tapestry of the lives of those who know 
and love him. 

Shepherds Center 
Outstanding Service Award

Chris Bass 
Chris Bass has been a member of the 

Shepherd’s Center since 2016.  She is a 
great ambassador for the Shepherd Center 
(SCOOP) and the Adventures in Learning 
Program.  At SCOOP 
she serves on the 
Board of Direc-
tors as Secretary, 
teaches two classes 
in Tangling, assists 
with registration, 
mans the outreach 
booth at the Or-
ange Park Farmer’s 
Market, does data 
entry, has designed 
a marketing piece, and redesigned the 
newsletter.  Chris is a member that never 
says “No” when asked to help with a proj-
ect and is dedicated to SCOOP. In Chris’s 
words, “I want to make sure this wonderful 
program keeps going. The only way I can 
do this is by pitching in and donating my 
time and talents. I started by volunteering 
to help the Shepherd Center, but I found 
by volunteering, I get so much more. I look 
forward to all my volunteer jobs.” Chris 
has � ve children, four boys and a girl, and 
two stepsons, � fteen grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren. Chris worked at 
the Clay County Public Library for eleven 
years in the reference department where 
she taught computer classes and ran the 
Genealogy and Local History Department. 
It is at the library where she � rst learned 
of SCOOP through our newsletter.

Kathy Wray
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Robert Simpson

Gray Chandler

Chris Bass



Bones found near home where couple were bound for days 
HOUSE OF HORRORS: 

Sheriff’s of� ce sorting through the claims made by Aubrey Lumpkin
By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS – From the 
start, Aubrey Lamar Lumpkin has 
provided the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Of� ce with an assortment of confes-
sions, confusion and possible contra-
dictions.

Now it’s up 
to the agency to 
slowly put the 
pieces together 
to solve one of 
the most bizarre 
crimes in county 
history.

Lumpkin, 46, 
was taken to the 
Clay County Jail 
on April 12 after 
he called 911 to 
� rst tell dispatchers “I’m a piece of 
S***” and that he’d done some “hor-
rible things.” He then said he needed 
medical assistance for an elderly 
couple.

He repeatedly told the dispatcher 
he wanted to turn himself in and he 
didn’t want to be harmed, but he 
didn’t tell the dispatcher the nature 

of the true emergency.
What deputies and � re rescue 

found was troubling.
They found a couple in their 70s 

with their feet, hands and mouths 
bound by duct tape. According to the 
arrest report, the couple was suffer-
ing from being “extremely dehydrat-
ed, covered in feces, malnourished 
and suffering from infections and 
lesions from being bound for more 
than 48 hours.”

While he was being handcuffed, 
Lumpkin told deputies, “he had mur-
dered someone,” CCSO said.

Three days later, investigators 
found what they believed to be hu-
man remains behind the home, Sher-
iff Michelle Cook said.

“During while the subject was 
detained, he made several statements 
about potentially burning somebody 
in a property located next to the 
house, knowing that he had had ac-
cess to that property for at least the 
time while he was there,” Cook said. 
“We began a search of the property. 
(Friday) we have uncovered what we 
believe may potentially be human 

Aubrey Lumpkin
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remains. I cannot tell you how long 
those remains have been there. Been 
there for a while. We do not know 
who the person is at this time. So, 
the investigation for us is really now 
beginning as we attempt to identify 
the remains and follow this investiga-
tion to a logical conclusion. In the 
wooded area behind the house was 
behind the house.”

Clay County Sheriff’s Of� ce, Fire 
Rescue and Emergency Management 
joined the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement, human cadaver K-9s 
from the Pasco County Sheriff’s Of-
� ce and anthropology students from 
the University of Florida in a search 
of the house and adjoining proper-
ties.

Among other things, Lumpkin said 
he had an accomplice.

Now it’s up to detectives to sort 
through the claims.

Investigators weren’t sure if Lump-
kin’s early confessions were true, 
so they treated the area as an active 
crime scene and a rare opportunity 
to get real-life training.

“What I will tell you is that we 
have just about all of our detectives 
working on this case,” Cook said. “Mr. 

Lumpkin made a lot of statements 
that night and so we’re taking every 
statement that he made and running 
it down. So, we know yet if there 
was anybody else involved in this. 
We don’t know what Mr. Lumpkins’s 
involvement was in this other than he 
said there. There was a body buried 
back there. But we’re going to con-
tinue to investigate this.”

Equipment was removed from the 
scene by Sunday, April 17.

Cook asked the public for help 
� nding answers to solving some of 
Lumpkin’s comments.

“What I would say is that if any-
body has any information on the 
whereabouts of any family members, 
we would like for them to come 
forward and talk to us, or if anybody 
has any information or was with Mr. 
Lumpkin in the last few weeks, or 
if he’s ever made any statements to 
anybody about anything he’s been 
involved in, that can potentially be 
related,” she said. “We really need 
those people to come forward so that 
we can piece the story together.”

Lumpkin is being held in the Clay 
County Jail without bond. His next 
court appearance is May 16.

CCSO: Deputy tearfully admits to prolonged abuse of pre-teen girl
By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Sheriff Mi-
chelle Cook’s voice shook on April 14 
when she talked 
about the bravery 
of a 12-year-old 
girl who came 
forward to talk 
about ongoing 
sexual abuse 
from a Clay 
County Sheriff’s 
Of� ce deputy.

“I mean for a 
young person a 
young woman to 
a young lady to come forward at 12 
years of age to disclose such a dif-
� cult thing, she’s a very, very brave 

young girl,” Cook said.
Then the sheriff’s jaw clenched and 

her words became more pointed.
“These cases can be dif� cult to 

investigate but there is no higher 
calling than ensuring the safety of 
the children of this community,” she 
said. “It is always disappointing when 
a deputy tarnishes the badge, but 
we have so many more who remain 
committed to honoring their oath to 
protect and serve our community by 
holding criminals accountable. Even if 
that criminal wears a badge.”

According to Cook and the arrest 
report, a girl was crying hysterically 
when she told her mother on April 
12 about an incident that happened 
earlier in the day. She said Paul Sergio 
Ferreira Mauricio, 49, had been sexu-

Paul Sergio Ferreira Maurici

ally abusing her since she was 11. She 
told her mother she was “tired of it” 
and wanted the abuse to stop, accord-
ing to CCSO. She said the abuse hap-
pened several times. The First Coast 
Child’s Protection Team at UF Health 
in Jacksonville interviewed and ex-
amined the girl and found her claims 
of inappropriate sexual conduct to 
be credible. A day later on April 13, 
Mauricio was questioned by CCSO 
detectives and he originally “ada-
mantly” denied the allegations, but he 
also said he’d made a “big mistake” 
and didn’t know how to � x it. Mauri-
cio then started crying, according to 
the arrest report, and admitted he had 
sexually assaulted the pre-teen.

He believed the abuse started in 
February of 2021 and it ended a day 
before his arrest. He estimated he had 
more than 50 encounters with the girl 
during that span. Mauricio had been 
a patrol deputy with the agency for 
eight years, Cook said. She said his 
suspension was upgraded to termina-
tion once he was arrested.

The former deputy from Lakeside 
is being charged with capital sexual 
battery of a child 11 or younger and 
custodial sexual battery of a child at 
least 12. He is being held at the Clay 
County Jail without bond. His next 

court appearance is scheduled for 
May 10.

While investigators and prosecu-
tors work to prepare their case against 
Mauricio, Cook said the agency also 
will be working with partners to 
provide support for the girl and her 
family.

“We are in the process of work-
ing with a family and our victim’s 
advocates to offer them any and all 
available. services to support them,” 
she said. “The victim was known to 
Mauricio but their speci� c relation-
ship will not be disclosed as we will 
not be giving any information that can 
identify the victim in the case.”

Arrests & Bookings 
(Name, age, location of arrest, 

charges). Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; 
DWLSR-Driving Without a License-
Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving 
Under the In� uence; VOP-Violation 
of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or repre-
sentations about guilt or innocence. 
Anyone arrested or booked is pre-
sumed innocent. 

Saturday, April 2 
Donald E. Farland, 31, Maxville, FTA 
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Clay County Super 6 Girls & Boys Hoops

Girls Player of Year
Eris Lester, Guard, Orange 
Park (24-6), Sophomore

One of the toughest competitors 
on the hardwood when “stuff” needs 
to happen. Lester put the Lady Raid-
ers resurgent program (24-6, region 
� nal � nish) on her shoulders and 
played point man on a team that did 
not back down from hard competi-
tion. 

The schedule made Lester the 
great leader; 6A-Nease (25-5. Final 
Four, lost to St. Thomas Aquinas 6A 
champion), 6A-Ponte Vedra (19-8, lost 
to Nease region quarters), 4A-Andrew 
Jackson (16-11, region semis), 2A-
University Christian (18-12, Final 
Four), 5A-Rickards (14-6, lost in 
region semis to Orange Park), 2A-
Florida A&M (15-4, region � nals), 3A-
Elizabethtown (TN) (23-7, lost in state 
quarters to eventual state champion), 
1A-Trenton (17-10, region playoffs, 
2021 Final Four), 4A-Cocoa (17-9, 
lost region semis to state champ Lake 
Highland Prep) and Oakleaf (Final 
Four 8A 2021) all major programs. 
Lester did her thing in region loss 
to Pine Forest with 15 points. Les-
ter had numbers like 20 ponts per 
game, eight rebounds per game; as a 
guard?, three steals, two assists. 

Taliah Scott, Guard, St. Johns 
Country Day School, Junior

Talia Scott, the Dairy Farmer Class 
2A player of the year was a scoring 
machine for the Lady Spartans (near 
32 points per game) on a team that 
turned from good 2A program to 
dangerous program that could put 
up 80 points between Scott’s prow-
ess and a team concept under coach 
Yolando Bronston that had solid 

Oakleaf defensive stalwart Kaylah Turner 
showed her o� ensive prowess for Lady 
Knights in new role for 2022.

Oakleaf High’s high-� ying Fantasia James, here after big three-pointer in front of coach Fred 
Cole, was emotional adrenaline for Lady Knights who came close to Final Four repeat. 

SEE GIRLS, 18

Boys Player of Year
Ahman Greenidge, 
Center, Fleming Island, Senior

To say the game is not over when 
20 points down, then to deliver 
the winning surge is what Ahman 
Greenidge will be revered for. 
Greenidge’s uncanny big play aura 
kept a shell-shocked Golden Eagle 
team that was torn by a player inves-
tigation near midseason on point to 
surge on despite a nearly revamped 
game plan because of the elimina-
tion of a key player. Greenidge will 
be hailed as the player that would 
not let the team fall on the sword 
and use the obstacle as a crutch for 
sub-par play. On the court, Greenidge 
led with fervor for his 12 points; top 
nights of 22 (in 83-60 blowout win 
over 19-9 Seminole team that � nished 
as a 7A Final Four), 20 in comeback 
mode vs. Buchholz (71-68 district 
semi� nal win with early gap of 20 
points), nine rebounds (Top nights of 
13 twice and an astounding 10 grabs 
in 10 games), three assists and two 
steals per game. 

David Compere, 
Guard, Oakleaf, Senior

David Compere was the ultimate 

guy to keep an eye on because of his 
catlike speed across the � oor. Com-
pere, while being a wicked corner 
three point shooter and thus some-
one to not let alone on defense, was 
also the Knights’ playmaker away 
from the ball with slashes into the 
paint and dishes to teammates for 

Oakleaf High’s leader was point guard David 
Compere who was fearless into the paint and 
dead-on three point shooter for Knights.

SEE BOYS, 18



THE THE OAKLEAFOAKLEAF18     Thursday, April 28, 2022

overall play that centered around 
Scott getting open. High games in-
cluded 56, 50 and 43 points.

In the Dairy Farmer ranks, more 
impressively, Scott was the lone 
player in all classes player of year 
scores that was not a championship 
game player.

Fantasia James, 
Guard, Oakleaf, Junior

Fantasia James was the “driv-
ing” force behind the Lady Knights 
attempt to repeat as a Final Four � n-
isher, but a rugged season of illness 
that shutdown the Knights program 
for two critical weeks slowed the 
roll of the high-� ying Oakleaf at-
tack with a � nal stop in the region 
semi� nals. James put the burden of 
points on her shoulder with a � nish-
ing week of 20, 30, 20, 25, 22 as she 
and teammate Kaylah Turner were 
heroic in their chase of a second Fi-
nal Four spot. James, with seven reb 
ounds per game and two steals also 
snagged � ve games of double digit 
rebounds.

Kaylah Turner, Guard, 
Oakleaf, Junior

In her sophomore season, Turner 
was the noted defensive specialist of 
the Lady Knights attack, but 2022 put 
the ball in Turner’s hands and the 
fast-thinking and fast-moving techni-
cian raised her scoring game to 14.2 
per game with spurts of 27, 24 and 
23 with double digits throughout the 
Knights’ playoff run. With 121 steals 
on the season; best of 14, 9 and 8 
in several games, Turner maintained 
her defensive prowess with nearly all 
turning to layups; 71 buckets off 121 
steals. Turner had a way of lulling 
dribbling point guards to a sense of 

Girls 
from page 17

security before striking like a viper 
just inside the halfcourt line; a tactic 
exciting to watch. 

Kiley Channell, Guard, 
Keystone Heights (19-6), 
Junior

Need a scrappy, chair-clearing 
diving player that doesn’t shy from a 
shoulder smash in the paint? Key-
stone Heights guard Kiley Channell 
is the daredevil on the � oor that put 
the Lady Indians back in coach Jes-
sica Sykes’ wheelhouse; Sykes a Key-
stone Heights state champion guard 
that knows top drawer play. 

Channell led the Lady Indians in 
points; 12.2 ppg (top games 24, 21 
17), second in rebounds, 7.3 steals 
(Top nights 12, 11, 9); and assists 
4.3pg (Top nights 10, 7, 6). FYI, 
Channell also dives with fervor as 
shortstop on Keystone Heights soft-
ball team.

Nia Blocton, Center, 
Ridgeview (16-11), Sophomore

A second great sophomore player 
that will emerge as a major force in 
next two years. Blocton became that 
“player off the bus” that made op-
posing coaches cringe. A bruising re-
bounder, with downcourt break ath-
leticism and a team-� rst player that 
pushed her game to big numbers 
when needed. Blocton’s leadership 
will bode well for coach Gussie Solo-
mon who loses just one senior to 
next year. That’s a scary thought with 
the way the Lady Panthers bumped 
up against area talent. Blocton had 
a 15.6 scoring average (all but three 
games in double � gures; top nights 
of 26, 23 and 22), two assists, an 
astounding 12 rebounds (top nights 
of 21, 17 (v. OPHS), 16 grabs), two 
steals and a block per game. That’s a 
pretty versatile stat package. 

Keystone Heights scrapper Kiley Channell 
was tough, reckless abandoned player not 
afraid to tango in paint with bigger players.

layups. At 19 points per game, 
Compere hit for a third of his 
three pointers; 59 total, with 2-3 
steals, assists and rebounds per 
game.

Josiah Sabino, Guard, 
Orange Park, Senior

Josiah Sabino had the ability to 
single-handedly take a game away 
from the Raiders opponents in a 
� ash of a three minute span of 
a game with his lightning drives 
and power under the basket. The 
Raiders acceleration was directly 
connected to Sabino’s shooting 
wrist and, as he went, so did the 
Raiders. Sabino had a 21 points 
per game average; just one single 
digit game (� rst game) with top 
nights of 34, 31, and 29 twice; 6-7 
rebounds; top nights of 14 and 13 
twice; 2-3 assists; two nights of 
� ve dishes; 27 threes and a couple 
of steals per game; whatever was 
needed.  

Colton Zapp, Guard, 
Fleming Island, Senior

Colton Zapp spent untold hours 
shooting baskets in his driveway 
before school (I was his next door 
neighbor) and the dividend was 
his pinpoint accuracy with arms 
hanging on him as he too had to 
answer the shift of attack from the 
Golden Eagles midseason � asco 
off the court. Zapp was a shadow 
player in the early part of the 
season with the Golden Eagles 
attack focused off the exploits 
of exited guard Bennie McDuf� e 

Boys
from page 17

who pushed the Golden Eagles to a 
9-0 spot before his release from the 
team. From there, Zapp took com-
mand and orchestrated the Golden 
Eagles attack with a little bit of back-
court savvy rather than full head-on 
take the wind out mode. The result 
was a region � nal � nish and a near 
takedown of the eventual state cham-
pion Ponte Vedra Sharks. Zapp’s 
court creativity scored 13 points per 
game; top nights of 21, 19 twice and 
18 three times, 69 three pointers 
(45% shooting/5 vs. Miami Norland 
and Riverside, four four times); 6-7 
rebounds, 3-4 assists; top night of 
eight dishes vs. Tampa Durant, � ve 
vs. New Hampstead (GA), and 2-3 
steals per game.

Eddie Whipple, 
Forward, Ridgeview, Senior

Eddie Whipple and Ridgeview 
coach Jerome Clyburn, a standout 
Orange Park High  and collegiate 
basketballer, had similar looks 
on the court with the top drawer 
football athlete able to convert to 
top drawer hardwood athlete with 
the same instinct for ball attack, 
steals to layups and forceful defense. 
Whipple molded his game to give 
his best performances at the end 
of the season with a � nal game of 
28 points against a solid Clay team 
coming after a string of double digit 
� nishes that included a 27 point 
effort in a string of 10 games of 11 
with the double digit � nish. Clyburn 
slowly unleashed Whipple to show 
out his stuff at the end of the season 
as his Ridgeview team became very 
dangerous despite the season record. 
Was ironic that Whipple had his best 
games when matched with our num-

Fleming Island High guard Colton Zapp 
transitioned from stellar outside shooter to 
outstanding point guard and passer.

Ridgeview’s Nia Blocton had another slew 
of triple double stat packages in games as 
she was one of Panthers leaders in points, 
rebounds and assists.

Ridgeview High’s Eddie Whipple was the 
athlete on the � oor capable of feats that 
de� ed gravity. 

SEE BOYS, 19



352-478-1764
956 SE State Rd., 100 • Keystone Heights

Local Artisan Wares 
Vintage

Antiques
Repurposed
Housewares
Home Decor

Books
Collectibles

Retro

THE THE OAKLEAFOAKLEAF  Thursday, April 28, 2022 1919

ber six guy, Clay’s Brandon Peavy. 
Whipple � nished at 13.5 points per 
game; 8-9 rebounds per game (top 
nights of 14 twice and 12 twice with 
two 11s), 75 assists (top nights of 
seven twice, 6 twice and � ve twice) 
and 47 steals (top nights of four four 
times) plus 68 blocked shots (top 
nights of  seven and six four times). 

Keyshaun Riley, 
Junior, Oakleaf, Center

I’m known for my liking of 
lunchpail guys in sports and Key-
shaun Riley is that guy. He showed 
up and played with reckless, spirited 
abandon and let his team know that 
he would carry them if needed. Not 
� ashy, not a precision shooter, but a 
guy who knew how to get the ball to 
the rim in tough battles in the paint. 

His 9-10 rebounds per game were 

Oakleaf High’s KeyShaun Riley was  “blue-collar” power player for Knights with timely big 
rebounds against bigger players.

Oakleaf High’s Gabriel Oliveria is newcomer to big arena competition, but has showed up with 
big numbers at districts and regions and is strong candidate for state title in Class 3A.

Oliveria enters 
the big show
FIHS Nolley inching to podium

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - Most every lifting cham-
pion from past Clay County chases 
has had some follow through story 
of just-misses, injuries or vast im-
provements, but Oakleaf High’s Gabe 
Oliveria is just one of those guys that 
can take the world by surprise right 
out of his home gym.

Oliveria, who has very little if 
any formal competition as a weight-
lifter except maybe him and his dad 
pounding for kitchen table gold in 
their gym, has become the talk of the 
town (of Port St. Joe maybe) as he 
enters the arena of a big arena and 
pressure situations pertaining to big 
lifts.

With just � ve pounds separating 
him on paper from a gold medal in 
his � rst shot at a state weightlift title, 
Oliveria is that untapped potential 
guy who has purported to wanted 
the 415 bench press state record on 
his resume.

“He has said he wants to put it out 
of reach (the record),” said Oakleaf 
coach Jake Scott, after a remarkable 
375 lift that looked effortless at his 
district meet two weeks ago. “He is 
just raw power, but his approach is 

Fleming Island’s Gage Isbell is one of a few 
Eagles from 3A champion team that returns 
to Port St. Joe.

Class 3A state quali� ers

119: Jalen Jones OHS, Ernest Kreschtmas OHS
129: Austin Allred FIHS
139: Justin Nolley FIHS
154: Zach Davis FIHS
183: Gabriel Oliveria OHS
199: Jared Rhodes FIHS
219: Gage Isbell FIHS
238: Prince Savea OHS
Unlimited: Wyatt Nordean OHS

Boys
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often times pivotal to swing games 
with his 5-6 points per game the 
same critical when needed. Clutch 
maybe, but more just a blue collar 
guy. If he works his offensive game 
over the summer, could be force to 
reckon with next season. 

totally focused. He has a plan.”
Moore benched 300 at state last 

year with a miss at 305.
Where Oliveria is needing a bit of 

luck is in his clean and jerk where 
Niceville’s top ranked Addie Moore, 
the 169 runnerup last year by just 
� ve pounds, is nearly 60-70 pounds 
ahead of Oliveria.

On the bench press, Oliveria has 
about 50 pounds of leeway to con-
cede on clean and jerk and the � nal 
lift result could be contingent on 
whether Oliveria’s constant improve-

ment of technique from raw gym 
power to improved technical weight-
lifter comes at the right time.

“There is not much that I do then 
to just push him and encourage him,” 
said Scott. “He has been a sponge in 
the room learning as much as he can 
to improve.”

Oakleaf also has Prince Savea at 
238 just 40 or so pounds away from 
a medal � nish with his fourth ranked 
� nish after regions leaving him in 

SEE SHOW, 22
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County Roundup
Clay (11-8): March 25 lost to Bartram Trail 3-2, 
March 28 lost to University Christian 8-3, RAIN out 
vs. SJCDS, April 1 beat Ridgeview 15-0
Wed., April 6 vs. Creekside Lost 6-5
Tues., April 12 vs. Santa Fe Lost 2-1 (9)
Thurs., April 14 vs. Fleming Island Won 6-2
Fri., April 15 at Trinity Christian Lost 6-0
Tues., April 19 vs. Tocoi Creek
Thurs., April 21 at Ponte Vedra

Fleming Island (6-11): March 22 beat Bradford 13-
0, Lost to Chiles 12-1, April 1 Lost to Nease 6-5, April 
4 lost to Oakleaf 10-0
Thurs., April 7 at Middleburg Lost 2-1
Fri., April 8 at Tocoi Creek Lost 8-5
Tues., April 12 vs Ponte Vedra Won 9-5
Thurs., April 14 at Clay Lost 6-2
Sat., April 16 at Leon Lost 2-1
Mon., April 18 at University Christian
Fri., April 22 at Stanton
Tues., April 26 vs. Columbia
Thurs., April 28 at Episcopal

Middleburg (8-7): March 25 beat Ridgeview 10-
4, March 28 lost to Baldwin 8-3, March 29 lost to 
Oakleaf 5-2
Mon., April 4 vs. Parker Won 12-3
Tues., April 5 at Palatka Won 9-4
Thurs., April 7 vs. Fleming Island Won 2-1
Mon., April 11 vs. University Christian Lost 4-1
Thurs., April 14 at Columbia Lost 6-5
Mon., April 18 at Yulee
Wed., April 20 vs. Gainesville
Thurs., April 32 at Gainesville
Mon., April 25 at Keystone Heights
Tues. April 26 vs Orange Park
Thurs., April 28 vs. West Nassau

Oakleaf (13-6): March 29 beat Middleburg 5-2, 
March 30 beat Union County 9-5, April 1 beat Bish-
op Snyder 4-0, April 4 beat Fleming Island 10-0
Thurs., April 7 vs. University Christian
Fri., April 8 at Sandalwood Lost 5-0
Mon., April 11 vs. Stanton Lost 4-3
Wed., April 13 vs. Menendez Won 6-3
Thurs., April 14 at Mandarin Lost 2-1
Mon., April 18 at Keystone Heights
Wed., April 20 vs. Nease
Thurs., April 21 at Episcopal
Mon., April 25 at Ridgeview
Tues., April 26 vs. Riverside
Thurs., April 28 vs. Buchholz

Ridgeview (4-12): March 25 lost to Middleburg 10-
4, March 29 lost to Fernandina Beach 11-5, April 1 
lost to Clay 15-0, April 2 lost to Tocoi Creek 6-5
Wed., April 6 at Baker County Lost 7-6
Fri., April 8 at Columbia Lost 6-4
Tues., April 12 at Fletcher Lost 9-2
Sat., April 16 at Carrollwood Day (Tampa) Lost 5-4
Tues., April 19 at SJCDS
Wed., April 20 vs. Baldwin
Sat., April 23 at Gainesville Noon
Mon., April 25 vs. Oakleaf
Tues., April 26 vs. Christs Church
Wed., April 27 at Westside

SJCDS (15-2): March 25 beat Oakleaf 12-2, March 
29 beat Trinity Christian 4-1, Clay rained out, April 2 
rained out v Lowndes County
Wed., April 6 vs. Servite (CA) Won 8-4
Thurs., April 7 vs. Don Bosco Prep Won 12-2
Sat., April 9 vs. Stoneman Douglas Lost 5-3
Wed., April 13 vs. Tocoi Creek Won 16-1
Thurs., April 14 at University Christian Won 5-0
Tueus., April 19 vs. Ridgeview
Wed., April 20 vs. Christ’s Church
Fri., April 22 vs. Bartram Trail
Tues., April 26 at Creekside
Wed., April 27 at Bishop Kenny
Thurs., April 28 vs. Bolles

Keystone Heights (8-9): March 23 lost to Santa Fe 
11-6, March 25 lost to Palatka 4-3, March 29 lost to 
Union County 5-3, March 30 beat Baldwin 9-6
Tues., April 5 at Williston Won 6-4
Thurs., April 7 at Fort White Lost 5-3
Mon., April 11 vs. Willison Won 9-2
Tues., April 12 at Union County Lost 5-0
Thurs., April 14 at Bradford Won 13-0
Fri., April 15 vs. Fernandina Beach Lost 11-4
Mon., April 18 vs. Oakleaf
Tues., April 19 at Orange Park
Fri., April 22 vs. Palatka
Mon., April 25 vs. Middleburg
Tues., April 26 vs Tocoi Creek
Thurs., April 28 vs. Clay

Orange Park (5-14): March 25 forfeit win v. River-
side, March 29 lost to Yulee 3-1, April 1 beat Jackson 
4-2
Tues., April 5 vs. Paxon Lost 6-4
Fri., April 8 at Englewood Lost 3-0
Mon., April 11 at Palatka Lost 7-1
Tues., April 12 vs. Eagles View Won 7-6
Thurs., April 14 vs. Atlantic Coast Lost 5-4
Tues., April 19 vs. Keystone Heights
Wed., April 20 vs. Andrew Jackson
Thurs., April 21 at Westside
Tues., April 26 at Middleburg
Fri., April 29 vs. Ponte Vedra

Clay third baseman Jayden Long looks to sling for out in front of Fleming Island coach 
Grant Bigilin.

Ridgeview’s Alfred Jimenez breaks; Pan-
thers had tough 5-4 loss to Carrollwood 
Day in Tampa Saturday road trip.

SJCDS tennis gets team title

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - Oakleaf High tennis ace 
A.J. Tabora had to battle heat, humid-
ity and an unrelenting attack on her 
backhand to come back and win an 
tiebreaker district tennis title for the 
Oakleaf High girls tennis team.

In 1A, St. Johns Country Day 
School got a district team title while 
the boys � nished as runnerups. Both 
advanced to the region playoffs start-
ing Tues., April 19 against P.K. Yonge. 
Stella Hyatt was girls individual 
champion for St. Johns.

“I just kept telling myself to keep 

Tabora steals 
tennis title in OT

Oakleaf High junior tennis player A.J. Tabora was stealth commander of the her backline with 
a tiebreaker thriller win in the district singles championship match. 

moving and be consistent,” said 
Tabora, a junior with a 9-0 regular 
season record, who won her prelimi-
nary matches decisively to match up 
with Kylie Kochis of Nease High, just 
a freshman who sported a 6-2 season 
record. “She beat me earlier in the 
year and we both kind of knew what 
we were both going to do.”

Tabora’s win came with a 3-6 loss 
in game one, then a regroup to a 6-4 
win and � nally the 10-4 win in the 
tiebreaker set. 

“We were both waiting for a 
mistake on the other side I think,” 
said Tabora. “That’s just tennis at the 
championship level. Stay within your 
strengths.”

For Oakleaf coach David Martin, 
Tabora becomes the second Oakleaf 
High schooler to state.

“Being just a junior, she should 
come back stronger next year,” said 
Tabora. “I play tennis through the 
summer and keep my game sharp.”

Tabora wanted her team to join 
her and the double squad did earn a 
team point. 
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Sliver gives Oakleaf 
Knights track title
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Distance running 
versus sprinters versus � eld events 
is always a good argument, but the 
results fueled one of the closest Clay 
County Track Championships in 
recent history as the Oakleaf High 
Knights boys track team eeked out a 
143.0-142.5 win over Fleming Is-
land Thursday at Orange Park High 
School. Ridgeview, with some top 
sprinters’ action from Eddie Whipple, 
Nappoleon Cion and Jerry Vil, was 
a step away in third at 136 with the 
Panthers going 1-2-3 (Clifford Bois, 
Miles Burris, Jabrien Henderson) in 
the 100 to keep the action perco-
lating. Also, Ridgeview had Oliver 
Mathurin at � fth and Jabari Barnes at 
sixth in the 100.

For the girls, the Lady Knights 
dominated with a scorching perfor-
mance from senior Arianna Eason 
who won the triple and long jumps 
then smoked the � eld in the 100 (just 
ahead of freshman sensation team-
mate Kaymin Sales) to push Oakleaf 
to the team title over Fleming Island 
196.0-112.0 with Clay third at 98.

Fleming Island’s boys 4 x 800 
relay opened the track events with 
win over Middleburg to start the day, 
then came back with a 1-2-4 � nish in 
the 1600 led by Chase Van Ginkel’s 
5:17.63 split, with Oakleaf countering 
with a 1-2 � nish in the 400; Josber St-
imphil and Jalen Jones with Fleming 
Island’s Garrett Sheets third, before 
Fleming Island went 1-2-3 in the 800; 
Alex Bendig, Roman Mollicone and 
Luke Melson and Fleming Island’s 

Jacob Campbell winning the 3200 to 
keep the race tight.

Oakleaf got wins from Joel Wal-
lace-vera in the pole vault (11’-3.75”), 
a three foot win in shot put from Jor-
dan Mitchell (47’09”) and a 1-3 � nish 
in the 300 hurdles from Camari Davis 
and Michael Henry to keep pace.

 Stimphil teamed with teammate 
Devin Collins for a 2-3 � nish behind 
Ridgeview’s Jerry Vil in the 200 as the 
Panther sprinters tried to steal points 
from the frontrunners. 

Eason cruising into post season 
competition mode with champion 
efforts at the Bob Hayes Invite, the 
Don Hall Invite and now the Clay 
County Championships with a 17’9” 
win in the long jump, a 37’-10” win 
in triple jump and an explosive win 

Oakleaf High discus thrower Jordan Mitchell and the boys and girls track teams both won Clay 
County High Schoo track titles Thursday with the boys teams winning by just a half point over 
Fleming Island High School.

Oakleaf’s Arianna Eason battles with Clay’s 
Fiona Whit� eld for top prize in 100. 

Middleburg’s Dakota Gober stretches to throw discus in tough Clay County event feature 
handful of state ranked throwers.

Sprinters in 100 meters take � rst step of event won by Ridgeview in 1-2-3 fashion led by Clif-
ford Bois, the Clay County champion.

in the 100 over Sales; 12.69-12.73. 
Both would boost the second 

and change win over Orange Park 
in the girls 4 x 100 relay with Eason 
anchoring. Oakleaf also crushed the 
4 x 400 relay � eld with a 4:15.01 to 
4:24.97 gap on Orange Park.

In the girls 800, Oakleaf’s Si-
erra Barrera continued her slow 

tick down of her best times with a 
2:22.59 win in blustery wind condi-
tions.
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position to pounce. Pace top ranked 
Ty Wise sits at 695 with Savea and 
four others between 660 and 670 in 
a clump that is 25 pounds ahead of 
the � eld. 

“I kind of knew Prince could have 
a strong � nish,” said Scott. “If he hits 
his weights and maybe pushes just a 
bit, he’s a medal winner.”

At 139, Fleming Island’s lone 
chaser is Justin Nolley, who looks to 
grab a top three medal after a just-
miss last year in the Golden Eagles’ 
historic Class 3A title run. Nolley 
was fourth at 129 last year by just 
� ve pounds with a 425 total behind 
Trajan White of Spruce Creek. State 
runnerup Dom Bennett of Flagler 
Palm Coast (470 total) is again in the 
running as the number two seed in 
2022.

Two surprising misses are Flem-
ing Island’s Rickey Joseph, the state 
runnerup last year at Unlimited 
and Musthafa Marshall, the fourth 
place � nisher at 169. Fleming Island 
graduated a tough class from their 
state title team with champion Will 
Stephens at 154 and runnerup Alex 
Maier, now at football at Furman, at 
238.

“We will be be back formidable 
next year,” said Fleming Island coach 
Damenyum Springs, the 3A coach 
of the year. “These guys are all very 
young but they will be right back 
here next year.”

Show
from page 19



GUNE SHOW 

***GUN SHOW***

April 30 & May 1

Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-3

Admission $8

Clay County Fair Grounds

2497 State rd 16 West 

Green Cove Springs

Info Cliffhangers 386-325-6114    
cliffhangersgunshows.com

Miscellaneous

CAREER TRAINING -EARN YOUR 
HOSPITALITY DEGREE ONLINE! 
Earn your Associates Degree 
ONLINE with CTI! Great career 
advancement with the right cre-
dentials!  Learn whose hiring!  Call 
877-324-4096.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Legal Service

If you or a loved one worked around 
Roundup Weed Killer, (glyphosate), 
for at least two years and were diag-
nosed with lymphoma, you may be 
entitled to compensation. To see if 
you qualify, call now: 833-479-1286

Classified
Rates

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$15.25 1 wk, $26 2 wks,
$34.75 3 wks, $42 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$24 1 wk, $42 2 wks,
$60 3 wks, $76 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real 
Estate or Advertise Your 

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $27 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $22

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $80/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $160/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms & Middleburg

CLASSIFIED
Classified

COUNTY
Clay CLASSIFIED

DEADLINE
Monday

12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE 
MARKET 

COVERAGE...
from 89,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

The World’s Most Advanced 
Medical Alert System
Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

O�er code: CARE20

CALL NOW 
1-855-521-5138

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Educa� on
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 

Offi  ce Professional at CTI! Get trained & cer� fi ed to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. The Mission, Program Informa� on 
and Tui� on is lo-cated at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
informa� on. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

A� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt 
Request a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 
1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec-� on. Schedule free 
LeafFilter es� mate today. 15% off  En� re Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

AT&T Internet. Star� ng at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restric� ons apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! 
Aff ordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Life� me 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. Call 
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er 

where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa� on.  
Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A Place for Mom simplifi es the process of 
fi nding senior living at no cost to your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consulta� on, 
produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. Call for free author’s 
guide 833-719-3029 or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-tona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now w/this special off er  
only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on the market. Voice-ac� vated! No 
wi-fi  needed! Special off er w/code CARE20 for $20 off  
Mobile Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of managing medica� ons. 
Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose � mes 
& handles prescrip� on refi ll & delivery for you. Star� ng 
at $24.99/month. No ini� a� on fee. 90-day risk-free trial!  
1-888-684-0280

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

The Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for 
outages & power your home. Full installa� on services. $0 
down fi nancing op� on. Re-quest free no obliga� on quote. 
1-855-270-3785

Wanted To Buy
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 

interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Medical 
Supplies

Inogen One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
866-925-2362.

Antiques / 
Collectibles

Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 888-937-6497

1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mos-
rite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. 833-860-
0454.

Help Wanted 

HELLO
my name is

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your buisiness

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next 
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services 

to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant 
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Your Ad Here

Home 
Improvements

BCI Bath and Shower- BEAUTI-
FUL BATH UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
888-460-2264

ELIMINATE ROACHES GUARAN-
TEED! Buy Harris Roach Tablets.  
Odorless, Long Lasting. Avail-
able: Publix, Hardware Stores and 
Home Centers.

Satellite Sales 
& Service

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

NEWSPAPER 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT

Clay Today Newspaper is looking 
for a 33 hour per week Circulation 
Assistant. This is considered a 
full-time position at $14 per hour. 
Monday thru Friday with � exible 
schedule. Requires dependable 
person with vehicle and proof 
of insurance. Included bene� t 
package and paid mileage. 

Duties include:
l Deliveries to dealer locations on 
Thursdays.
l Collect fees and reports from 
dealer locations.
l Assist with maintaining 
customer accounts.
l Help increase circulation 
through calls to potential 
customers and working 
subscription events.
l Deliver special sections and 
publications to rack and dealer 
locations.
l Communicate with contract 
carriers to maintain circulation 
records and facilitate e�  cient 
delivery of publications.
Requirements
Dedication to customer service.
Valid drivers license and auto 
insurance.
Reliable transportation.
Ability to lift 15-20 lb. newspaper 
bundles.
Please send resume and 
cover letter to Joe Wilhelm at 
joe@osteenmediagroup.com

STSTARARTING ATING A  
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious name 

advertisement?  
It is a very easy process.  

Email Sandy at 
cassandra@claytodayonline.com or 

call 904-579-2153 to request the 
necessary form. It will run in our legal 
section for one week. The cost is $35 . 

An affidavit will be mailed to you.

THE THE OAKLEAFOAKLEAF  Thursday, April 28, 2022 2323



THE THE OAKLEAFOAKLEAF24     Thursday, April 28, 2022

© Baptist Health 2022

A teamwork environment, a positive and caring 
culture, and excellent benefits make Baptist Clay 
a great place to work.  

Our emergency center has 24/7 adult and 
pediatric care, with a Wolfson Children’s ER 
designed just for kids.

We have 11 primary care physicians throughout 
Clay County to keep you healthy. 

Orange Park Pediatrics provides quality care 
for children, from birth to adolescence.

Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute treats all 
types of injuries and orthopedic conditions for 
patients of all ages.

Debbie Berlin, MD, provides a full spectrum 
of general surgery procedures. 

Paul Walker, MD, can help you with everything 
from allergies to hearing problems.

Chetan Hampole, MD, treats the full spectrum 
of heart diseases, and prevention, too.

We’re honored to 
be your No. 1 choice.

baptistjax.com/clay
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When it comes to your health, taking chances isn’t an option. You want the very best — and you have it, right here on 
Fleming Island. 

Baptist Clay was voted “Best Medical Facility” by local residents just like you. And, we took home a few other awards:

ENT
Dr. Paul Walker 
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Orthopedic 
Surgeon - JOI
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General Surgery
Dr. Berlin

F
IR

S
T   P

L A C E   W

IN
N

E
R

Cardiologist
Dr. Chetan Hampole
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And Baptist Clay is getting even better! We’re expanding our Clay campus to become a full-service, 100-bed hospital, 
opening in the fall of 2022. 

It is a privilege to serve you. We thank you for putting your trust in us and we look forward to continuing to serve your 
medical needs. 
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